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Donors. Volumes. Pamphlets. 
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Tet: Oakey, 


To His Honor the Mayor, and to the Gentlemen of the 
Board of Aldermen and of the Common Council of the 
City of New Ledford: 


By the 5th section of the ordinance establishing the Free 
Public Library it is provided, that the Trustees shall annually 
lay before the City Council a detailed report of their doings 
and of the condition of the Library. 

That ordinance bears date, August 16th, 1852. 

The first report is dated March, 1853; and from that time 
to the present, there has been no omission on the part of the 
Trustees to comply with the requisition of the ordinance. 

These reports contain a full and valuable history of the 
Institution. Aware of the importance of complying with 
the provisions of the ordinance, and of sustaining unbroken 
the series of publications which have been so interesting to 
our own people and to all the kindred institutions of the 
country, to which they have always been sent, the Board 
of Trustees for the year 1868, respectfully ask leave to lay 
before you the SrvenTEeENTH ANNUAL Rerorr or THE 
Free Pusric Liprary. | 

Our Librarian has placed before us the usual statistics in 
relation to the operations of the Library for the year. 

The whole number of books delivered and taken from the 
Library is thirty-four thousand five hundred and sixty-three. 

The daily average of deliveries has been one hundred and 
twelve. 
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The increase of cards issued has been jive hundred and 
twenty-eight. 

The whole number of cards which have been issued is exghé 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. 

In the Report of last year, the Trustees state, that “the 
average delivery of books, and the increase of cards issued, 
are greater than ever before; and the number of volumes 
taken is within a few hundred of the largest number ever 
before reported.” The year 1868, as will appear from the 
following comparative statement, falls but a little short of 
that thus spoken of. 


VOLUMES TAKEN. DAILY AVERAGE. INCREASE OF CARDS. 





1867. 34,860 114 549 
1868. 34,5638 112 528 
Difference, 297 2 21 


While it thus appears that the circulating activity of the 
books of the library has been sustained, it is proper for us to 
state, that the use of our books at the library room has 
largely increased. No record is kept of this part of our 
operations, but the librarian has estimated the number of 
books read, or consulted at the reading desks, to be equal to 
that which is delivered to be used out of the building. This 
would make the total use about seventy thousand volumes, or 
nearly three and a half times the whole number of books in 
the library. 

In connection with the subject of our annual reports, it is 
not improper for us to state, that the demand for the former 
numbers, during the last year, has been greater than ever 
before, and that it is constantly increasing. The care that 
has been taken in their preparation, the fulness of detail as 
it regards all facts and operations of the institution by which 
they have been characterized, and the ample evidence fur- 
nished by them that the Free Public Library of New Bedford 
had, by its success, vindicated the wisdom of the State law 
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and the City ordinance under which it was established and 
has been sustained, have given great value to our annual 
statements, and caused for them a demand from all parts of 
the country. It is to be regretted that our stock of several 
of the reports is exhausted, so that we shall not be able to 
supply a full series to any who may hereafter apply. 

There is not a little satisfaction in the thought, that our 
pioneer institution has not only flourished under the wise and 
fostering influence of our municipal legislation, but that it 
has been widely influential in aiding the efforts made ina 
large number of the towns and cities of our State and coun- 
try to establish and maintain free libraries for the people. 

Having in view the influence which our institution has thus 
exerted, we are induced, more for the information of those 
to whom this report may be sent, out of the city, than from 
any supposed importance to be attached to its dissemination 
among our own people, to publish the following statement. 
It was drawn up in answer to questions proposed to us by 
the Superintendent of the Public Library of the City of 
’ Boston. We have not considered it necessary to give the 
questions. 

1. Established 1852. 

2. Income $2,700. City appropriation $2,500. Income 
from funds $200. ; 

3. Circulating and reference. 

4. Volumes, 21,000. 

5. Average increase 1000. 

6. Not strong in any specialty. 

7. Books used, two thirds novels and Mipeniled 

8. Total use 70,000, one half in building. 

9. Two thousand people use the library. 

10. No guaranty required. 

11. Twenty-five lost yearly. 

12. Thirty volumes worn out annually. 

18. One-twelfth of the purchases novels and juveniles. 
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14. One-sixth of additions, donations. 

15. Catalogues printed. Supplement now in press. 

16. Reading-room and Library-room one. Periodicals 
35. Newspapers 3. 

17. Yearly Reports. 

18. Librarian and Assistant. 

19. Books are covered. ‘ 

20. 400 Sale duplicates. 

21. 5000 pamphlets, not catalogued. 

22. Seldom asked to buy, do when asked. 

93, Library open every day excepting Sundays and holi- 
days, from 8 o’clock A. M. to 9 o’clock P. M., excepting 
two hours from 1 to 3 o’clock, and one hour from 6 to 7. 
From September to March, both inclusive, opens at 10 A. M. 

24. Not closed for examination. 

25. Classified under the leading subjects, not minutely. 

26. No rival institutions in city or vicinity. 

27. Frequenters, aged from 16 to 40. 

28. Accounts numbered, each taker has a card bearing - 
his or her number. 

29. Buy but few duplicates. 


This statement, as has already been remarked, will be — 
mainly useful in cases where an effort is about to be, or 
has recently been made to establish a Free Public Library. 
It may however, be useful and interesting to some of our 
own people, thus to have presented to them some of the 
more prominent facts in the history and operations of their 
favorite institution. — 

In looking over the former reports, it becomes clearly 
evident, that, notwithstanding the confidence, founded, in 
the first place upon the character of our people and supported 
by every year’s experience, that the liberal and comprehen- 
sive principle upon which the library was founded and upon 
which its operations have been conducted can be sustained, 
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there has always existed a degree of anxiety, lest some cir- 
cumstances should be developed to impair that confidence 
and render necessary a more restricted and less popular 
method of management. We acknowledge that we have, to 
some extent, shared that anxiety. We have seen how very 
near the line of disorder, loss and ruin, the plan of opera- 
tions that has been established and pursued is running; and 
we have not been without our fears that by some untoward 
movement the line might be broken and our faith in the safety 
of the free circulation of our books be destroyed. It gives 
us great satisfaction, however, to be able to state, that noth- 
ing in the experience of the past year has had any tendency 
to lessen the confidence expressed in the reports of our pre- 
decessors. Still, when we consider, that a little less care on 
the part of those entrusted with its management; a little less 
skill and vigilance on the part of those to whom is committed 
the responsibility of its daily operations; a little less of that 
feeling of obligation and sense of duty on the part of the 
takers and users of our books, which, we are pleased and 
proud to say, have been so prominently manifested by them, 
would change the whole character of our institution, we have 
not been surprised that all who have acted as its trustees, 
have taken every opportunity of impressing this fact upon 
the minds of the community. Sharing in their anxiety, we 
can understand why it was, that such declarations as the 
following were put forth by them, and are induced to repeat 
them. 

In the First Report, the Trustees say, “¢he rules must be 
observed, or disorder, decay and dissolution will soon attend 
upon this enlightened and praiseworthy effort to open to the 
people the avenues to a more extensive and genial culture.” 

In the Second Report, the Board repeat the words we have 
quoted from the First, and add: “ This declaration cannot 
be too often or too forcibly impresed on the minds of the 
people. Usm CareFULLY. ReEturRN Prompriy. These are- 
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the two fundamental rules upon which the prosperity of the 
library must rest. When these rules shall be disregarded, the 
library must cease to exist. In connection with these remarks 
in relation to the history and operations of our institution, 
we are prompted very briefly to notice an extraordinary 
declaration made by our somewhat noted countryman Elihu 
Burritt, in a work recently published by him in London, 
entitled WaLks IN THE BLack COUNTRY AND ITS GREEN 
Borper Lanp. It should be understood that the term 
Black Country is used in England to designate that part of 
the land that has Birmingham for its centre; “black by day 
and red by night,” the region of clanging hammers and roar- 
ing furnaces. Looking over its leaves in a desultory man- 
ner, the attention of one of our number was arrested by the 
words “Free Library,” on the seventy-eighth page. There, 
will be found an account of the Birmingham Free Public 
Library, which .will be interesting to all who share in the 
desire that the people may have free access to the means of 
knowledge. Connected with this account is the following 
extraordinary statement. Speaking of the establishment of 
the library by the people, he says: “They did what no 
community in America has yet done; and in the doing of it 
they have taken a step in advance of any thing we have ac- 
complished in this department of popular education. We 
have taxed every man, whether he has children or not, to 
open and support free schools; but we have never gone so 
far as to levy a rate upon the population of a town to estab- 
lish a Free Lrprary. In this the Birmingham people have 
beaten the most enlightened and munificent™ community in 
America. To their credit and our reproach be this said; or 
if not to owr reproach, then to our stimulus in following this 
example.” 

Can it be believed that a statement so ridiculously false 
was written and published in the year 1868 by a Massachu- 
setts man, called or mis-called learned, and commissioned to 
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represent his country as Consular Agent in one of the most 
important cities of Great Britain? This learned Consul is, 
as we have said, a Massachusetts man; for many years a 
resident of Worcester, within two hours’ ride of the city of 
Boston. Now this same city of Boston, actually has to-day, 
and had when Mr. Burritt sent forth his complacent compli- 
ment to Birmingham and the Black Country, and his dispar- 
aging whine over the darkened condition of Boston and its 
vicinity, a Free Public Municipal Library, ten times as large 
as that of which he was boasting, and whose doors had then 
been opened to the whole population for more than fourteen 
years. This library of the people commenced its operations 
about the time that the people of Birmingham, by a vote 
taken by virtue of an act of Parliament, refused by a very 
large majority to allow themselves to be taxed for the estab- 
lishment and support of a municipal library. Boston being 
thus left ignobly out in the cold, New Bedford must of course 
bear her company. We must, being of Massachusetts, share 
with the capital of New England in the’reproach of allowing. 
the Black Country of England to deat us in the work of. 
opening libraries for the people. 

For two reasons we feel that we have a special right to 
expose the ignorance of this learned worker in iron, for we 
claim that ours was the pioneer institution of this character ; 
and we know that the trustees have taken much, pains to 
communicate to the people of England as well as to our own, . 
the facts in relation to its establishment and early history. 
Now, it surprises us not a little that a man,so learned, so 
enraptured atthe thought that “the thirsty masters of Bir- 
mingham are drinking at this fountain of their own opening 
and ownership,” should himself be so ignorant of the con- 
tents of this free drinking establishment. 

We have before us a work published in London;in 1859, 
entitled, “ Memoirs of Libraries,” by Edward Edwards. It 
is a most exhaustive production in two volumes,.and about 
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2000 pages; one of the most complete and reliable works 
upon the subject ever issued from the press. This learned 
English book, which was upon the shelves of the New Bed- 
ford Free Public Library and upon the catalogue of the Bir- 
mingham Collection when Burritt wrote his work, contains 
a full account of this and of the Boston institution. There 
are in it large quotations from the annual reports of both. 
The account of our Library, so creditable to our City and 
so true, an account which gave the facts of its establishment 
and prosperity to the whole world, excepting the United 
States Consular Agent at Birmingham, is found upon the 
217th page of the second volume. The author gives the 
entire act of our General Court, authorizing the establish- 
ment of free libraries by the cities and towns of our State, 
and says: “The first town to take action under this statute 
was New Bedford, by whose Council a Free Library was 
established in August, 1852. The proprietors of a subscrip- 
tion or ‘Social Library,’ transferred their collection to the 
new foundation, which was opened for public use on the dd 
of March, 1853, with about 6,000 volumes. This number 
has been, within about three years, increased to 9,000; and 
in their Fourth Report, the Trustees are enabled to affirm, 
that “it is undoubtedly true that no act of the municipal 
authorities of New Bedford has reached by its recreative and 
improving operation so large a part of our population, and 
probably none has ever met so universally and deeply the 
approbation of the people. A Free Public Library is the 
crowning glory of the system of public education, which has 
been from our earliest history the pride of Massachusetts.” 
Such is the account of the Free Public Library of New 
Bedford, as it existed from twelve to sixteen years before the 
work of Elihu Burritt issued from the London press; such 
the character and history of the institution—a large and 
flourishing municipal undertaking when the Capitol of the 
Black Country was in the blackness of darkness, as far as 
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free public libraries were concerned. The six thousand vol- 
umes have become twenty-one thousand ;.a number not much 
below that collection which is the boast of an English city of 
300,000 inhabitants, whose establishment and growth our 
New England enlightener and philanthropist would fain hold 
up for our rebuke and imitation. It is evident that New 
Bedford needs neither his commiseration nor his advice. 

With this Report we publish, as usual, our list of dona- 
tions for the year. It is highly gratifying to see that it 
contains a larger number of individual donors than any which 
has been published for many years. The whole number of 
contributions, not including newspapers or prints, is eight 
hundred and thirty-nine — volumes bound and unbound, two 
hundred and sixty — pamphlets, five hundred and seventy- 
nine. We are gratified to know, that those whose contribu- 
tions it has given us pleasure to chronicle in former years, 
are still mindful of us. From the Hon. T. D. Exror, Hon. 
JOSEPH GRINNELL and SamurL Ropman, Esq., all names 
found upon the records of former years, we have received 
one hundred and forty-three volumes. Valuable manuscripts 
have been placed in our hands by Davin Brayton, Esq., and 
a volume of newspapers by Mrs. Tuomas A. GREENE. A 
donation from Wii1iam H. Farrineron, Esq., of New 
York, has been received, consisting of highly valuable and 
most acceptable portraits of Lincoln, Grant, Sherman and 
Thomas. ‘These pictures are in the highest style of copper- 
plate engraving, and their accuracy as portraits gives to them 
a double value. For these and many other valuable contribu- 
tions to our institution the Trustees feel it a pleasure, as well 
as a duty, thus publicly to thank the generous donors. 

Donations of a different character have, during the year, 
added to the value and attractiveness of the Free Library 
collection. From Wiriram A. Watt, Esq., we have re- 
ceived, beautifully and richly framed, a portrait painted by 
him, of the late Tuomas A. GREENE. 
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In the appendix to this Report, will be found a transcript 
from the records of the Board of Trustees, containing an ex- 
pression of their pleasure and gratitude at the reception of 
the portrait of one so well-known, so highly esteemed and so 
universally lamented. With regard to our departed friend 
and fellow-laborer in the cause of popular education and a 
generous culture, there is no call upon us to add anything to | 
the feeling and faithful tribute contained in the last year’s 
report of the Trustees and its appendix. In no spot could a 
portrait of Thomas A. Greene be more appropriately placed, 
than in the Free Public Library. 

A transcript of our records has conveyed to Mr. Wall, the 
thanks of the Trustees for his valuable donation. 

Another valuable picture has been placed in our possession 
during the year, and now occupies a conspicuous position 
upon the walls of our Library Room. It is a portrait of 
JamES B. Conapon, Esq., by Mr. J. O. Eaton, of New York. 
The circumstances under which this fine work of art and 
most faithful portrait, was executed and has come into the 
possession of the Free Public Library, are fully set forth in 
our appendix. To those of our inhabitants who have seen it 
we need not say, that no more truthful likeness has ever been 
placed upon canvass ; and it gives us great pleasure to record 
the fact, that our most competent judges are unanimous in the 
declaration that as a work of art, it has, in this department, 
no superior in our city. Not alone because we see in these 
portraits the features we have long looked upon and would 
fain transmit to the knowledge of those who are to come 
after us, do we regard them as valuable additions to our Mu- 
nicipal Library. A portrait executed by a hand which genius 
and long and deep study have guided in giving upon canvas 
a likeness of the human face and form is more than a memo- 
rial of friendship or honor. It is, like all other works of art 
which bear the stamp of genius, valuable because that stamp 
is upon it. It has in it those elements of power and beauty 
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that are, in a great measure, independent of the individual 
whose features are portrayed, and it claims and receives a 
place among the creations of genius to impart gratification, 
and aid in the great work of human culture and develop- 
ment through all time. It becomes one of those creations 
which teach the lesson so musically and feelingly conveyed 
by the lines of our own Whittier, when he spoke of the 


lovely works of nature as teachers of the beautiful. 

“Where, under rainbows of perpetual showers 
God’s gardens of the deep. 
His patient angels keep ; 

Gladdening the dim strange solitude 
With fairest forms and hues, and thus 
Forever teaching us 

The lesson, which the many-colored skies, 

The brightness of the human countenance, 

The play of smiles, the magic of a glance, 
Forever more repeat, 
In varied tones and sweet, 

THAT BEAUTY IN AND OF ITSELF IS GooD!” 

It is, therefore, in full harmony with the design of our in- 
stitution to gather within its walls, not only the portraits of 
those we would remember and to whom we would do honor, 
but all good pictures, all good works of art, all the beautiful 
creations of genius, because all such works have the same 
power to interest, to instruct, to elevate that belongs to the 
sublime songs of Milton, Burke, Tennyson, Whittier and 
Longfellow. We would give our feeble testimony to the 
value of such teachings; and would do all in our power to 
diffuse among our community the ability to recognize, to 
enjoy and to profit by them. We trust that all who shall here- 
after be connected with the management of our Library, or 
Influential in its affairs, will keep this steadily in view, and do 
what they may to bring about the establishment, in connec- 
tion with it, of a Gallery of Pictures. There are those, men 
of genius and lovers of art, who, impressed with the great 
value of such an accessory to our highest educational institu- 


tion, are waiting for the time when provision of a proper 
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place shall be made, to aid in filling it by valuable contribu- 
tions. Are there not some among us who will show their 
zeal and interest in this work, by making a beginning to a 
contribution for a suitable building? The erection of a galle- 
ry where works of art may be safely kept and properly 
exhibited, would go far towards bringing them into the pos- 
session of the City.* 

The necrology of the Free Public Library has already had 
a beginning, and’the duty devolves npon us, because of the 
decease, during the past year, of men whose names are di- 
rectly or indirectly connected with the history of our institu- 
tion, to continue the record. Since our last report was pre- 
sented three persons have died whose names are found upon 
our records—John Mason Williams, James Arnold and 
Joshua C. Stone. 

In the address that was delivered on the occasion of the 
laying the corner-stone of the Library building, August 
28th, 1856, the speaker alluded to the Hon. John M. Wil- 
liams as one of the two individuals then surviving, of those 
who were influential in establishing the first Library in New 
Bedford, in 1803,+ and these are the orator’s words: ‘‘The 
two yet live, and one of these, after impressing upon our 
forming tendencies the stamp of a wisdom early matured, 
and of an intellectual superiority which all acknowledged, - 
giving profitable direction and imparting elevating and refi- 
ning influences, with a modesty that gave no room for envy, 
and a quiet inflexibility of purpose which gave supremacy to 
virtue, and extorted even from vice, an unwilling tribute to 
virtue’s loveliness, left us, in the full vigor of his consecrated 
abilities, to give them, away from us, to a higher sphere of 
duty, and a more honored if not a more honorable field of 
action.” 


* An addition could be made to the Library Building large enough for this 
purpose, without, to any extent, impairing its symmetry. 
William H. Allen, Esq., was the other. 
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‘But the season for retirement has come; and our early 
benefactor, upon whom the winter of age has fallen ‘frostly 
but kindly,” is looking to his early home upon the banks of 
the Acushnet, with the purpose in his heart of closing here 
his protracted and useful life. We tender to him a cordial 
welcome. Happy shall we be to enjoy the mellow radiance 
of the evening, as our fathers did the brighter splendor. of 
the morning light. That the days of the years of the life of 
JOHN Mason WixutaMs may be protracted and happy is the 
aspiration of all.” 

He came, the second time, among us, and the aspiration 
was fulfilled. His days were protracted and happy, and we 
enjoyed the mellow radiance of the evening light.* 

In the year 1866, the Hon. JAmes ARNOLD manifested his 
interest in the library by a donation of ‘‘Audubon’s Birds of 
America.” Notice is taken of this munificent gift in the 
Fifteenth Annual Report of the Trustees, in connection with 
which there is a copy from the records of the proceedings 
of the Board upon its reception. ‘‘This work,” say the. 
Trustees, ‘‘so rich and so rare, the most elaborate and per- 
fect contribution to Natural History ever made, is an acqui- 
sition to the treasures of the Public Library, of which they 
may, without impropriety be proud. Such is its rarity and 
beauty, that the possession, of itself, may be regarded as 
giving a character and standing to the institution in which it 
is found. While the people of New Bedford will rejoice in 
this valuable addition to their library, they will gratefully 
‘ remember that this act is but the continuance of a course of 
generosity and beneficence which has for along series of 
years, blessed the. community in which the donor resides. 
To Mr. Arnold we are also indebted for another work of 
great rarity and value, ‘‘Walton’s Polyglot Bible,” London, 
1657, six volumes. 





*See appendix. 
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Mr. Arnold and Judge Williams died within a few days of 
each other, both of them over four score and seven years 
of age. With both of them New Bedford was the scene of 
their opening career of life. The first named remained 
always with us, and the other returned, and when ‘‘the end 
of earth” had come to them, there was found standing around 
their ashes groups of mourners composed, almost identically, 
of the same individuals. Judge Williams attended the 
funeral of his early and life-long friend.* 

Hon. Josnua C. STONE was in the year 1863 a member, 
elected at large, of the Board of Trustees of the Free Public 
Library. ‘That he held that position is a reason why it is 
proper that we should notice his death; although there is 
nothing in the exercise of the duties of that office that would, 
of itself, call for a demonstration of regret and of respect 
so deep and so extensive as we have witnessed at the depar- 
ture of this amiable man and accomplished jurist. | 

The men whose names, in this brief necrology, we have 
associated with his, were allowed to spread around them the 
brightness and fullness of their talents and virtues to the 
utmost limit of human existence. He was stricken down in 
the meridian of life, and has left us mourners over blasted 
hopes and disappointed anticipations. 


“The hand of the reaper 
Takes the ears that are hoary, 
But the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory. 
The autumn winds rushing 
Watt the leaves that are searest, 
But our flower was in flushing, 
When blighting was nearest.” + 


Thus closes our brief notices of the dead. It is needless 
for us to do more than to allude to their departure and our 
loss ; for others with stronger claims and richer ability to put 
them forth have been before us; and we shall add to the 








*See Appendix. 
tSee A ppendix. 
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interest and value of our Report, by giving at its close the 
honorable and feeling testimonials which have been called 
forth by the death of our valued fellow-citizens.* 

While we write, we are enjoying the pleasant warmth and 
purity of atmosphere, and the gratifying conviction of safety 
which are the result of the new arrangements for heating, 
which have been, through the thoughtful liberality of the 
City Council and the efficient labors of its appropriate com- 
mittee, introduced into the Library Building, during the 
year. The four furnaces, inefficient and dangerous, have 
been removed. That we have in our rooms air that is both 
pure and warm, in the place of that which was neither one 
nor the other, is not the only thing about the change that it 
is pleasant to contemplate. We are freed from the dust, so 
ruinous to our books and pictures, which has ever attended 
the use of a furnace; we have an atmosphere less injurious 
to the binding of the books; all our rooms are comfortably 
and continuously heated; the vestibule, above and below, 
hitherto so cold that it was a source of much inconvenience 
to those who were often obliged to wait there, is now as com- 
fortable as any part of the building; and, though last not 
least, we have the satisfaction of knowing that we have all 
this increased safety and comfort from an expenditure of coal 
that we are confident will not exceed, and which we have 
reason to believe will not equal, that which was necessary 
under the old and inefficient plan of operations. 

The items and operations of the credit, known upon the 
books of the City Treasurer as “the funds of the Trustees 
of the Free Public Library,” are as follows : 








Balance as per our last report, $478.82 
Income from the “ Howland” and “ Morgan” funds, 182.00 

$660.82 
Expended during the year, 127.00 
Balance unexpended, $533.82 


*See Appendix for notices of James Arnold, John M. Williams and Joshua 
C. Stone. 
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The balances of the several accounts are as follows: 





George Howland, Jr., fund, (income,) $262.57 — 
Charles W. Morgan fund, (income,) 111.85 
Horticultural Society fund, 84.40 
Charles Congdon fund, 75.00 
Total as above, $533.82 


Our “Supplementary Catalogue” is about ready for the 
binder. It has been long in press, —longer than at first 
was supposed to have been necessary ; but perfect accuracy 
was demanded, great care was required, constant changes 
called for, and all this was incompatible with hasty action. 

To meet the expense of the binding, and allow an expen- 
diture for our general operations equal to what has hitherto 
been found necessary, will require a small addition to the 
annual appropriation for the maintenance of the Library. 


All of which is respectfully presented, 


ANDREW G. PIERCE, 
Horatio HatHaway, 
GEORGE H. DuNBAR, 
GEORGE HOWLAND, Jr., 
W AarreEN Lapp, 

JamES B. Conapon, 


Trustees. 


New Bedford, January Ist, 1869. 
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PORTRAIT OF JAMES B. CONGDON. 


New Beprorp, August 17th, 1868. 
JAMES B. Conepon, Esq., New Bedford : 


Dear Sir, We, the undersigned, your friends and neighbors, remembering 
the long years which you have devoted to the public service, desire to express 
in some permanent form, our appreciation of your ability, industry, and emi- 
nent usefulness in promoting the interests of the community. We gratefully 
recognize the fact, that no man has ever labored with more devotion and 
faithfulness, and with greater usefulness, in advancing the moral and intel- 
lectual growth and the material prosperity of New Bedford. Your life has 
been given to the work with unsurpassed fidelity. 

As a favor to us, which we trust will not be displeasing to you, we Wee that 
you will allow us to have painted by some artist of distinction, a portrait of 
yourself, which, when completed, we shall desire to have placed in the 
Public Library, there to remain, reminding us of your eminent labors in our 
behalf, and inciting our descendants to imitate your many virtues. 


Very truly, your friends, 
WILLIAM W. CRAPO, GIDEON ALLEN, 


JONATHAN BOURNE, Jr., 
ABRAHAM BARKER, 
THOMAS MANDELL, 

J. C. DELANO, 

GEORGE O. CROCKER, 
OLIVER PRESCOTT, 
WILLIAM J. ROTCH, 
EDWARD W. HOWLAND, 
CHARLES L. WOOD, 
JOHN H. CLIFFORD, 


ANDREW G. PIERCE, 
MATTHEW HOWLAND, 
THOMAS NYE, Jr., 
CHARLES H. LEONARD, 
HENRY T. WOOD, 

LOUM SNOW, 

THOMAS KNOWLES, 

A. H. SEABURY, 
THOMAS S. HATHAWAY, 
JOSEPH GRINNELL, 
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HENRY TABER, THOMAS D. ELIOT, 
EDWARD C. JONES, GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., 
DAVID R. GREENE, HENRY H. CRAPO, 
CHARLES R. TUCKER, W. C.N. SWIFT, 

OTIS SEABURY, ROBERT C. PITMAN, 
WARD M. PARKER, WILLIAM C. TABER, 

J. SWIFT, JR., WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 
PARDON TILLINGHAST, BENJAMIN RODMAN, 


WILLIAM HATHAWAY, Jr., JOSHUA C. STONE. 
I. D. HALL, 





: New Breprorp, August 21, 1868. 


To Messrs. Witt1AM W. Crapo, JONATHAN Bourne, Jdr.. ABRAHAM 
Barker, and others, citizens of New Bedford: 


Gentlemen and Friends, There is no form of words at my command, 
which can adequately express the emotions excited by your note of the 17th 
instant. How can I give utterance to the mingled feelings of surprise and 
gratitude which accompany its perusal ? : 

And can it be that my humble efforts in behalf of this beloved city of ours 
have been thought worthy of a recognition like this? It elevates those labors 
in my own estimation, when I look upon them in the light of this testimonial 
to their extent and character. IJ should show myself wholly unworthy of this 
expression of approbation and regard, did I not, as I read the communication 
jn which it is conveyed, and look upon the long list of honored and honorable 
names from which it derives its high character and value, feel that such a tes- 
timonial could not have been bestowed upon so humble an indivual as myself, 
had there not been some circumstances in my past. and present relations to 
the inhabitants of New Bedford of a character somewhat peculiar and inter- 
esting. 

You have been pleased, in your note, to attach to my efforts for “advanc- 
ing the moral and intellectual growth and the material prosperity” of our 
City, a degree of importance, far exceeding any estimate which it has ever 
entered into my thought to connect with my labors for the welfare of this 
community. But this I may without impropriety assert, that even your 
friendly and partial estimate of the results of those efforts falls far short of 
the measure of my wishes and aspirations for the prosperity of the inhabitants 
of New Bedford. 

For this friendly expression of your regard, and for the kindness which hag 
prompted you to convey to me the assurance of your approbation, I return to 
you my heartfelt thanks. 

From the future, but little can be expected or hoped. The shadows of 
evening are gathering around my path, and with me the period of successful 
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activity in any of the pursuits of life is near its close. But let me assure 
you, gentlemen, that my future, whatever results it may exhibit, will be made 
brighter and happier by ‘the possession of the evidence of your friendly 
recognition of my labors in the past. 

Whatever there may be required of me, that your intentions with regard 
to the portrait may be carried into effect, I shall be ready to perform when 
the selected artist shall signify his wishes. 

And when the work shall be done, and a place shall be found for it upon 
the walls of our Frez Pusiic Lisrary, I shall be fully rewarded for all 
my labors, so long continued and so cheerfully bestowed in its behalf, if it 
shall be influential, to any extent, in keeping full the ranks of a body of 
enlightened and devoted public servants, charged with the guardianship of 
the noblest of our Public Institutions. 

With heartfelt wishes for your welfare, I am, gentlemen, 
Truly and gratefully your friend, 
JAMES BuNKER CONGDON. 


PRESENTATION CEREMONY. 


The portrait having been completed, it was placed in the 
Picture Room of Taber Brothers, and on the evening of 
December 22nd, was exhibited to a large gathering of gen- 
tlemen and ladies, the subscribers to the portrait and their 
friends. A short time after the company had assembled, 
William W. Crapo, Esq., in behalf of the donors of the 
picture read the following letter : 


New Beprorp, Dec. 22d, 1868. 
Hon. Andrew G. Pierce, Mayor: 

Dear Sir:—A few months since it was suggested that some recognition 
of the long-continued, efficient and faithful services of James B. Congdon 
was due from the citizens of New Bedford. 

While it would have been appropriate for the City Government, in its 
corporate capacity, to have taken action directly in the matter; yet a few of 
his friends and neighbors, feeling assured that a less formal course would be 
more pleasing to him, have sought to testify, in some other way, their own 
gratitude and appreciation, as well as the esteem and honor of their fellow 
citizens. And it has seemed to them that it would not be an inappropriate 
expression of this feeling to place among the possessions of the City, a 
portrait of Mr. Congdon, which should not only preserve for themselves-and: 
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their children a correct representation of his familiar and venerable features, 
but which should also be valuable in itself as a work of art. 

For this purpose they have employed Mr. J. O. Eaton, one of the most 
distinguished portrait painters in the country, whose success in this work is a 
source of much gratification. 

And now, Mr. Mayor, in behalf of my associates, I present, through you, 
to the City of New Bedford, this portrait of Mr. Congdon. Upon your 
acceptance of it, it becomes the property of the City. Its givers suggest that 
you will be pleased to confide its custody to the Trustees of the Free Public 
Library and their successors, who, it is believed, will care for it as a precious 
possession, valuable in jitself and rich in its associations as the likeness of a 
faithful public servant and a beloved citizen. 

Accompanying this, I hand you the correspondence between the donors 
and Mr. Congdon, in order that the same may be placed on the files of the 
City. 

Yours, very respectfully, 


Wituram W. CRAPO. 


To which His Honor Mayor Pierce responded : 


New Beprorp, 12 mo. 22, 1868. 
William. W. Crapo, Esq.: 

My Dear Sir:—I fully appreciate the motives that have prompted you 
and your associates, to have executed, this truly life-like portrait of our 
esteemed and honored friend. It is well that the memory of one who has 
‘been so prominent in public; one who has been associated for so long a 
number of years with our town and city, should be treasured in future years. 
In what more fitting and appropriate manner could this be done, than by 
‘preserving upon canvas the familiar features and form of him whom we 
desire to remember and honor? You and I, as well as many others here, 
know something of the labor and services he has rendered, for the most part 
a free offering, to our town and city. He is associated with our boyhood 
remembrances of the town of New Bedford, and in these latter years we 
know practically of the zeal and watchfulness that he continues to have for 
the welfare and interests of all that pertains to the prosperity and advance- 
ment of our City. Therefore it is peculiarly gratifying to me to be the 
medium, as Mayor of the City and therefore Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Free Public Library, to receive this portrait to be placed at 
you request in the Library of that Institution, there to remain as a reminder 
of the appreciation by his fellow-citizens of one who through a long number 
of years served his town and city honorably and well. And I venture in 
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advance to thank you and your associates for them and for all our citizens 
for so valuable an addition to their collection of works of knowledge and of 


art. 
Yours, very respectfully, 


ANDREW G. Pierce, Mayor. 


The picture, as is generally known, is from the easel of 
Mr. J. O. Eaton, an eminent artist of New York who was 
invited here for the purpose of painting this portrait. We 
express the opinion of every one who has seen it when we 
say that, as a portrait, it is faultless, and as a work of art it 
fully sustains the high reputation Mr. Eaton deservedly 
enjoys. The painting is framed tastefully in gilt, encased 
in black-walnut and, aside from the interesting associations 
connected with it, will be valued for its artistic merit. 


RECEPTION BY THE TRUSTEES. 


ive meeting of the Trustees of the City Library held 
December 26. 1868, His Honor the Mayor, as President of 
the Board of Trustees, presented to the meeting the papers 
connected with the execution of the portrait of Jamxus B. 
Conepon, and its presentation to the City. 

He stated that the portrait was now at the exhibition 
rooms of the Messrs. Taber Bros., where, in accordance 
with an arrangement which had been made previous to its 
transfer to the City, it was to remain for a few days. 

He regarded the picture as valuable to the Library and to 
the inhabitants of the City ; not only as a work which would 
convey to future generations a faithful likeness of our 
esteemed fellow citizen and associate, but as a work of art 
surpassed by few, if any, in the country in this department 
of the domain of painting. ‘ 

He would recommend the adoption of the following reso- 


lutions : 
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Resolved, That asthe representatives of the inhabitants of New Bedford, 
we are gratified at receiving for the Free Public Library this exceedingly 
beautiful:and valuable work of ari, that we will gladly take it into our 
custody, and cherish it as among the most highly prized possessions of the 
institution. 

Resolved, That individually, and as representing the people of the City, we 
tender our warmest thanks to the gentlemen, our friends and,fellow citizens, 
at whose request and at whose expense this portrait has been executed—a 
portrait so valuable to us as a work of the highest artistic character, and so 
dear tu us as the life-like resemblance of our friend and associate. 

Resolved, That it gives us much pleasure to be allowed to place upon our 
records the correspondence which has been connected with the execution of 
the portrait, and with its presentation to the City, uniting as we do with our 
fellow citizens whose grateful liberality has placed it in our possession, in the 
sentiments and feelings which gave origin to the movement and which have 
had so satisfactory a conclusion. . 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Library take charge of the portrait 
as soon as the present arrangements with the Messrs. Taber shall terminate, 
and place it in a proper situation in the Library Room. 

Resolved, 'That a copy of this record be presented to the gentlemen to 
whom the Library is indebted for this valuable donation, and to J. O. Eaton, 
Esq., the artist. 


The portrait was placed in the Library Room on the 13th 
of January, and occupies the recess between the two en- 
trance doors at the south end of the room. 


PORTRAIT OF THOMAS A. GREENE. 


At a meeting of the Trustees of the Free Public Library, 
December 26th, 1868, James B. Congdon directed the atten- 
tion of the Trustees to the beautiful and faithful portrait of 
the late Tuomas A. GREENE, which was placed before them. 

He communicated to the Board the interesting and agreea-~ 
ble fact, that the portrait was the work of our esteemed 
fellow citizen and meritorious artist, William A. Wall, Esq., 
and that Mr. Wall had presented it, with its appropriate and 
costly frame, to the City of New Bedford for the Free Public 
Library. 

The portrait was greatly admired for its faithfulness and 
its merits as a work of art; and it was regarded with 
deep interest as a valuable accession to the artistic treas- 
ures of the Library; as a truthful and expressive repre- 
sentation of the features of a man whose life, public and 
private was a benefaction to this community, and to whom 
the cause of education and a comprehensive intellectual cul- 
ture were largely indebted ; and as the work of a gentleman 
who is, in every sense of the word a New Bedford artist, 
whose pencil has preserved to us the features of many of our 
most estimable citizens, and added a higher interest to the 
lovely scenery of our City and its neighborhood. 

As expressive of the feelings of the Board, James B. 
Congdon introduced the following resolutions which were 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That on behalf of the inhabitants of New Bedford, we most cor- 
dially thank our friend and fellow citizen, William A. Wall, Esq., for his 


valuable gift of a portrait of the late Thomas A. Greene, executed by him, to 
the Free Public Library. 
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Resolved, That we look upon this portrait of Mr. Greene, as a valuable 
addition to the treasures of our Library; and one which is doubly dear to us, 
as a life-like memorial of one whose memory will be ever dear to the people 
of New Bedford, and as a gift of an artist born, educated and still living 
among us; with talents in this department of art which reflect credit upon 
our City, and entitle him to a high place among the painters of the country. 

Resolved, That we gladly accept the guardianship of this beautiful picture, 
and promise for it a conspicuous place upon the walls of the Library Building, 
where it will publish to all, the high regard in which he was held, whose 
features it perpetuates, and the artistic skill and generous enthusiasm of him 
who executed the work and presented it to the City. 

Resolved, 'That a copy of the record be communicated to Mr. Wall. 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Library select a proper. situation for 
the portrait, and cause it to be properly and safely suspended. 


HON. JAMES ARNOLD. 


The following notice of our deceased fellow citizen, James 
Arnold, was published in the New Bedford Mercury, a few 
days after his death. We consider it due to a man whose 
benefactions have not only enriched our institution, but have, 
for many years blessed our whole community, to republish 
this just and feeling tribute to his memory. It was written 

by James B. Congdon. 


The brief notices of Mr. ARNoLD, which have appeared in the papers of 
our City, do not as we believe, satisfy the claims which his life and character 
have to the attention and regard of this community, and of those who inti- 
mately knew him. 

While, as a public man he was but little known, and no associations with 
public events are connected with his memory, there was much in his charac- 
ter as aman and asa merchant that gave prominence and interest to his 
name, and much in his position and life as a citizen of New Bedford to 
render that name worthy of affectionate remembrance. 

JAMES ARNOLD was the son of THomaAs ARNOLD, of Providence, R. I., a 
prominent member of the Society of Friends. By birth-right, he too, was a 
member of that religious denomination; and whatever may be thought of the 
peculiarities of this religious body, one fact is beyond controversy, that, in 
proportion to its numbers, no sect of Christians has blessed the world with a 
larger share of noble men and women, who have exemplified in their lives 
that personal purity and devotedness to the welfare of humanity, which are 
the foundation of the gospel of peace and good will. 

In early life Mr. ARNOLD gave a direction to an intellect subtle and vigor- 
ous beyond the average of his fellow-men, by a careful perusal and study of 
the classical literature of our language. None but those who were favored 
with his intimacy in the most vigorous period of his life, can be aware of the 
extent and richness of his ‘saowledge of our best authors, and of that keen 
and exhaustive appreciation of their powers and beauties with which he was 
endowed. “I honor that man,” said Ephraim Peabody, one whose memory 
will long be cherished by this community, “who, in addition to that calling 
upon which he depends for a livelihood, gives a portion of his time to the 
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cultivation of his intellect and his taste.” During his long and active life, 
Mr. ARNOLD, felt aud enjoyed the advantages of this extensive acquaintance 
with the best portions of English literature, and of this richness and fulness 
all were partakers who were favored with his intimate acquaintance. 

There are two or three persons*, still among us, who were, with him, mem- 
bers of the association, which in later years has been known as the Old 
Dialectic Society; and these remember with distinctness and pleasure the 
instruction and enjoyment which his frequent participation in its discussions 
afforded them. He was an earnest, an honest, and forcible speaker; and 
from the rich and full stores of his intellect he could, in a manner equalled 
by few and excelled by none, give an interest to the subject of debate which 
did not end with the occasion that excited it. Thus it was that, without 
having, or assuming to have, those exact and comprehensive gifts of scholar- 
ship which belong to those whose lives are devoted to literature, he had that 
degree of attainment and that discriminating love of letters, that gave a zest 
to his leisure hours, soothed and comforted him in seasons of sorrow, and 
rendered him always a profitable and pleasant companion. 

As a merchant, Mr. Arnon held a place prominent and honorable. He 
was among the last of that successful and high-minded race of men, who, in 
the first quarter of the present century, were the merchant-princes of New 
Bedford. He took his place while yet a young man, as the son-in-law of 
William Rotch, Jr., and as his mercantile partner, among those who were 
known throughout the commercial world as enlightened and successful men of 
business; and while the success of his devotion, skill, and enterprise, demon- 
strated his right to share with them their elevated position, no act of his ever 
sullied the purity of the reputation they had won. 

An incident, of no great importance in itself, that occurred when he was 
in the prime of life and largely engaged in mercantile pursuits, will illustrate 
the character of his mind, and the views which he held and so strikingly 
exemplified in his business career. 

President Wayland was in New Bedford for the purpose of soliciting aid 
for the increase of the library of Brown University. A meeting of our 
merchants and monied men was held, and the President, in a short address, 
endeavored to show how it was that liberality towards our institutions of 
learning was fruitful of benefits to all classes and conditions of men. Some 
word which he or some other gentleman had dropped, which indicated that 
the merchants were too much absorbed in money-making, called up Mr. 
Arnold, who, in a few brief and eloquent sentences, vindicated the character 


*At the opening of the month of December, 1867, there were five members of the *‘ Old 
Dialectic” living: John Mason Williams, James Arnold, Thomas A. Greene, William C. 
Taber and James B. Congdon. Since that time the three first have died, the first since 
this notice was written. 
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of our men of business, and the claims of the pursuit in which they were 
engaged to an honorable and elevated position. He declared that the occu- 
pation of the merchant was as free from mercenary tendencies as any in 
which man could engage; and that the devotion which gave reputation and 
profit, was due, not so much to a low and grovelling love of gain, as to that 
generous and commendable desire for success which was the stimulus to all 
high and enlightened effort in every department of human affairs. 

As has already been intimated, Mr. ARNoLD was but little in public life. 
In the days when the good old plan of town meetings allowed him to be 
somewhat active in our town affairs without holding office, he gave a fair 
portion of his time to our municipal business. For a short period he was a 
member of the Governor’s Council while the Governor’s chair was occupied 
by George N. Briggs. He filled the office of Councillor with much credit 
and usefulness. The good Governor informed the writer of this sketch, that 
at no period during his long term of office, did he have more efficient assis- 
tance from any member of his Council than from Mr. Arnold. His was a 
well-trained, well-disciplined, and a well-informed mind, fitted for usefulness 
in any direction to which its energies were given. 

During that unhappy period, when the activity of the elements of discord 
in the Society of Friends resulted in the disruption of that denomination, 
Mr. ARNOLD left that body of Christians and joined the religious society with 
which he was associated for the remainder of his life. Free from bigotry 
and sectarianism, he continued to hold and to cherish those fundamental 
views of human obligation, and of the highest human elevation and attain- 
ment, which were and are characteristic of that religious society into the 
membership of which he was born. The members of the First Congrega- 
tional Society, however they may have differed from him in judgment, will 
long retain a respect for their departed associate, and will with pleasure 
remember that his counsels were always for that course of action the most 
pure and honorable, and the most worthy of an enlightened Christian body. 

As illustrative of this, and of the happy results of such counsels and 
actions, the course taken by the Society in extending an invitation to the 
Rev. Mr. Furness, of Philadelphia, to become its pastor, may be mentioned. 
A vote had been passed to this effect. Under a belief, that not alone to the 
pastor should the action here be communicated, but to the Society as well, 
Mr. ARNOLD proposed that an address should be prepared and forwarded 
with that to the pastor, directed to the religious body of which he had charge, 
informing them of the request that had been made, and requesting them to 
co-operate with the Society here, should they think well of the proposed 
transfer. From the lips of the Rev. Mr. Furness himself was the writer of 
this informed of the happy results of this noble and Christian-like course of 
proceeding. ‘There had been a feeling of alienation creeping into the Phil- 
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adelphia society, arising from the boldness and power with which their 
minister defended the cause of the bondman. At a meeting of the Society 
both communications from New Bedford were laid before it. The effect was 
immediate, surprising, beautiful. Under the influence of a course of pro- 
ceedings so full of instruction and so well calculated to give activity to 
Christ-like sympathy and devotion, the difference which had made a disrup- 
tion of the tie between the pastor and people probable, if not desirable, 
wholly disappeared, and closer than ever before were knit the bonds of 
affection and regard. “The Society in New Bedford,” said Mr. Furness, 
“never can know how much we are indebted to them for their high-minded 
and Christian proceeding.” 
It remains for us to speak of the benevolence which was so distinguishing 
a trait in the character of James Arnotp. No man understood better 
than he the obligations which rested upon him as one who had been blessed 
by a bountiful Providence with ample means for the alleviation of human 
suffering and want. In the administration of his charities, it was his choice, 
as it was his practice to a very great extent, to act by himself’ He was a 
strong man — strong in means, and strong in the ability to judge as to the 
most efficient manner of dispensing his bounties. ‘The cause which he 
knew not, he searched out.” It needed not that his work might be rightfully 
done, that he should associate with others. There is but little need for us, in 
this community, to extend our remarks upon this part of the life and charac- 
ter of our departed fellow-citizen. Never, from that princely abode on 
County street, did the stream of benevolence cease to flow. The exercise of 
the charities, of which that was the fountain, was one of the institutions of 
our city. Steadily, clearly, widely, always full and always overflowing, year 
after year the stream flowed on, diffusing throughout our city its healing, 
refreshing and encouraging influences. He, whose death has now made 
mourners of the poor and needy, stood not alone at the head of this fertiliz- 
ing stream. Side by side, for a long course of years, stood this noble man 
and his princely companion, both to no small extent aided by that daughter, 
who, years ago, with the mother, left the father and husband alone to per- 
form the work so long jointly and efficiently performed. And the last of this 
family of enlightened and devoted benefactors of the poor has now departed. 
That beautiful residence, so long the home of all that can dignify and 
elevate humanity, the source from which, for: half a century. there has flowed 


a bounty which in its influence was not confined to the children of want, is’ 


now without a tenant. It cannot long remain so. The lights of that beau- 
tiful home will, we hope, soon be rekindled, and we feel an assurance which 
amounts to conviction, that the future of our city, as has been the past, will 
be blessed by the enlightened and beneficent influences which will flow from 


that spot so long consecrated to an active, wide-spread, and enlightened 


hospitality and benevolence. 
P y JAMES B. ConGpon. 


aan 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MANAGERS OF THE NEW BEDFORD 


PORT SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the Managers of the New Bedford Port 
Society, held at the Chapel, January 2d, 1869, the following 
preamble and resolutions, prepared a J. B. Congdon, Esq., 
were adopted : 


By the death of the Hon. James Arnold, another star has been affixed to 
the list of our Life Members. For many years he was an active and useful 
member of our Society. He was one of the first Board of Officers elected 
after its incorporation in 1832. He was four years of the Board of Mana- 
gers; twelve years one of its Vice Presidents; and three years its President. 
To an extent much beyond that manifested by him in any other charitable 
organization in our city, he was, for many years, devoted and efficient in his 
co-operation with us in the A Moe of our peculiar form of benevolent 
and reformatory operations. 

In view of these facts, and as expressive of our regard for his memory and 
our gratitude for his labors and benefactions, we place upon our records the 
following resolutions : 


Resolved, That we are saddened by the reflection, that by the death of the 
Hon. JAMES ARNOLD, another of our earliest members, another of those 
who have been for a long period of time interested and efficient officers and 
managers of our Society, and one of our Society’s most bountiful benefactors, 
has departed from us. 


Resolved, That in his long-continued membership in our association, his 
active, protracted official services, his large and numerous contributions of 
pecuniary aid during his life, and in the generous liberality on our behalf 
which his death disclosed, we recognize the testimony of a lofty and benevo- 
lent nature to the rectitude of the principles upon which our Society’is 
founded —a cheering endorsement of the methods ky which its designs have 
been carried forward, and a generous confidence that its objects in the future 
will be wisely and earnestly pursued. 


Resolved, That in the last act by which the interest and confidence of Mr. 
Arnold foward our Society were manifested, we recognize the benevolent 
activity in its behalf, which, exercised by him and his family, honored and 
beloved, of which he was the last member, has provided a Home for the 
homeless and suffering sailor; a fund consecrated and set apart for his relief 
and comfort; and the future operations of our Society and its efficient 
Ladies’ Branch placed on a firm and reliable foundation. 
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Resolved, That we will individually and officially hold in affectionate 
remembrance the man whose wisdom and energy have aided our councils, 
and whose munificence has given efficiency and permanency to our opera- 
tions; and that, as members of the New Bedford Port Society, we hereby 
pledge ourselves to continued and increased exertions in behalf of that inter- 
esting and negleeted class of our fellow men, who, through us, have been 
made the objects of the bounty of our departed fellow citizen. 


Resolved, That copies of the proceedings be communicated to the Hon. 
William J. Rotch, and George B. Emerson, Esq., and Mrs. Zachariah Allen. 

A sermon, occasioned by the death of Mr. Arnold, 
preached by the Rev. William J. Potter, pastor of the First 
Congregational Society, has been published. 


HON. JOHN MASON WILLIAMS. 


We have been allowed to publish from the New Bedford 
Mercury of December 29th, 1869, the following able and just 
tribute to the character and talents of the late Chief Justice 
Williams. 

DEATH OF JOHN MASON WILLIAMS. 


The venerable Hon. JouN Mason WixuiAms died at the residence of 
his son-in-law, Dr. William A. Gordon, in this city, at 4 o’clock yesterday 
morning, after about half an hour’s illness. On Saturday last he was out, 
visiting the reading room and taking his wonted walk, and on Sunday was as 
well as usual. Shortly before his death, he was seized with angina pectoris, 
and while his physician was preparing some remedy, quietly passed away. 

Judge Williams was born in Taunton, June 24,1780. He graduated at 
Brown University, in the class of 1801; studied law in the office of Hon. 
Seth Padelford of Taunton; and commenced the practice of his profession in 
this City, in 1804. Here he remained until 1816, when he removed to- 
Taunton, then the only shire town in the County, where he took and held a 
leading position at the bar. In 1819 he was appointed an Associate Justice 
of the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, for the Southern Circuit, and upon 
the death of Chief Justice Ward, of the Court of Common Pleas in 1839, 
was appointed his successor. ‘This position he held until 1844, when, with 
all his associates, except Hon. Pliny Merrick, he resigned. These resigna- 
tions were owing to two facts, the reduction of the salaries of the judges by 
the democratic legislature of 1843, and the refusal or neglect of the succeed- 
ing whig legislature to reverse that action. Judge Merrick, being a demo- 
erat, felt bound to sustain the action of his party by retaining his position; 
but the best men of both parties, justified the course of the retiring judges, 
while the regret at the loss of the excellent Chief Justice was universal. In 
1842, he received the degree of L. L. D. from his Alma Mater; and three 
years later, the same honorable distinction was conferred upon him by 
Harvard University. 

On leaving the bench, he took up his residence in Boston, for some years 
filling the office of Commissioner uf Insolvency, and finding ample and lucra- 
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tive employment as a chamber counsel. In 1856 he gave up all business, 
and removed to this city, where he resided till his death. | 

Judge Williams was a ripe lawyer—a true lawyer. He devoted to his 
profession his best powers. He knew that the law was a “ jealous mistress,” 
and he gave to her no divided attention; and though for many years with- 
drawn from practice, he never lost his interest in the profession. Asa Judge 
and especially as Chief Justice, he was held by the ablest men at the bar in 
the highest respect and esteem. .His was a judicial mind—deep, clear and 
apprehensive. Always dignified, he was, too, ever courteous. No man ever 
wore the judicial ermine more gracefully; none ever kept it more spotless. 
He won respect by the clearness and soundness of his judicial opinions, and 
the affectionate regard of practitioners by his unfailing urbanity. We but 
echo the opinion here of one of the ablest lawyers of our State, whose esti- 
mate of the deceased was an unbiassed one. 

To the last, his mind was remarkably clear and vigorous. In 1855, then 
seventy-five years of age, he furnished a legal opinion, which was published, 
upon the constitutionality of the Massachusetts Prohibitive law; and in 1863, 
when past eighty, published an exceedingly able and interesting pamphlet, 
entitled “ Nullification and Compromise; a Retrospective Review.” We re- 
member his fervid patriotism during the war of the rebellion; his eager 
interest in the movements of our armies; his confidence of our final success ; 
and his rejoicing at the fullness of the victory, which not only assured our 
nationality but purified it of the curse and crime of slavery. Only three 
years ago, he visited Richmond, Va., and the battle fields in its neighbor- 
hood, exhibiting the relish for travel, of a young man making his first jour- 
ney. He was a charming old man, for he kept the heart of his youth. Of 
but slight physical frame, he retained his vigor of body, by the simplicity and 
regularity of his habits. Many could say of him, until within a year, 

“‘ Oft have we seen him at the peep of dawn, 
Brushing with hasty steps the dews away.” 

We shall see him no more. But it was a happiness to know him; it is a 

pleasure to remember him. 


ACTION OF THE BRISTOL BAR UPON THE DEATH OF THE 


LATE CHIEF JUSTICE WILLIAMS. 
(From the New Bedford Mercury of Jan. Ist, 1869.) 


At the adjourned meeting of the Bristol Bar, yesterday 
morning, the committee previously appointed for the pur- 
pose, reported a series of resolutions in relation to the death 
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of Hon. John Mason Williams, which were adopted, and the 

same committee was directed to present them to the Court. 
Soon after the opening of the Court, Thomas M. Stetson, 

Esq., of the committee, addressed the Court as follows : 


May it please Your Honor: 


At a meeting of the Bar of this County, a Gonmnites was appointed to 
present certain resolutions to this Court. 

This is the morning appointed for the funeral of John Mason Williams. 
At such a time, while the Nestor of our brotherhood is passing away, we have 
no heart for the customary business of the Court. We would wish to attend 
the service of his obsequies; to testify our love for him; and to contemplate 
the example which his public fame and private charatter have set before us. 

I have called him our Nestor. Sixty-seven years ago, before any present 
member of this Bar was in existence, his name was entered on its roll in this 
city. Since then what rich experience, what cultivated wisdom, what learn- 
ing, profound and polished, what manifold duties well and faithfully done, 
have given this great magistrate the perfected character and spotless soul 
which make his memory so fair! 

His death takes away one of the ties that connect our present professional 
organization with the early times of the Commonwealth. In this county, as 
your Honor is aware, old as was Judge Williams—the name and title of Chief 
Justice Williams is older than he. As long ago as 1730, the town of Taunton 
furnished a Chief Justice Williams to the Court of Common Pleas, who 
presided there 36 years. Again about 1776, the same town furnished another 
Chief Justice Williams to the Court of Common Pleas—and again in 1839 
the town of Taunton furnished to that Court the Chief Justice Williams 
whom we have known. By far our senior, his contemporaries were Parker, 
Wilde, Ward, Comins, Holmes. I have heard him tell anecdotes of Chief 
Justice Parsons personally observed by him. 

In his youth lived the giants of the law. Edmund Trowbridge, William 
Cushing, Samuel Dexter were living. Brigadier Ruggles of Sandwich, and 
Daniel Leonard of Taunton, the royalists, were living, though “ ex-repub- 
lica.” Born in the very month in which the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth was declared by Resolution in Convention, Judge Williams lived with 
Massachusetts 88 years. His life and training were of such manner as is 
peculiar to New England, and perhaps his character may be deemed a fair 
representative of the old Puritan Commonwealth, its scholarship, its quality 
of intellect, its purity. 

It is not seemly for those of us so much his juniors in years and in experi- 
ence to attempt to canvass his great qualities of mind, or to try to state those 
powers which made him the jurist that he was. But something it is fitting to 
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say. No advocate and no litigant before Chief Justice Williams ever feared 
that he had anything to struggle against, except the deficiency of his causes 
The most perfect patience, the sweetest courtesy marked all his intercourse 
with the Bar. Though so long on the bench, he never forgot their difficulties 
in their effort to present facts through the imperfect means of legal evidence, 
He never forgot the priceless advantage to the courts in having a trained 
profession to prepare causes for judicial action—to appreciate and rightly 
represent the decrees of the Bench. 

Of one element in his character we may freely speak. His mind was so 
singularly free from bias, peculiarity of judgment or opinion, that he seemed 
made for the practical work of the Bench. To this quality he added a truth . 
and honesty of purpose that I believe have never been surpassed. Yes, 
even among names like those of Hardwicke and Stowell, of Marshall and 
Jay, and I may properly add names of jurists of our own State and County, 
of Morton and Merrick,— no one earned more thoroughly than John Mason 
Williams, or was awarded more unanimously, the title of an upright judge. 

I have known Judge Williams well since his judicial service ended, and 
while he has lived the private life of an eminent citizen among us. To the 
last his mind was clear and unclouded. His death was what he had always 
desired. No twilight between this world and the next dimmed his faculties, 
or took away that self-protection and self-care which the old Chief Justice 
always proudly reserved to himself. His path to Heaven was through no 
obscure portal. 

It is now hardly more than a week since I last saw him. He came into 
my office, conversed upon various subjects, and nothing indicated how near 
the end was. He spoke of his extended life more than ever before. Indeed, 
till then, I do not remember of his ever alluding to the topic. It may be 
that its premonition was very clear to him. I think it was. ‘That last-visit, 
that last coming of his dignified and genial presence will always seem to me 
like a benediction. 


I will now read the resolutions of the Bar: 


Resolved, That the death of John Mason Williams, after a life so honored, 
admonishes the members of the Bar, where his earliest practice began and 
his earliest. friendships were formed, to stay their usual vocation in the place 
which has been graced by his judicial presence, and, with due observance, te 
attest their regard for him, and their reverence for his eminent character 
and pure fame. h 


Resolved, That in the long professional and judicial career of Chief Jus- 
tice Williams, we recognize a life-plan and course most worthy of emulation. 
Possessed of great power of application, he, early in life, gained large 
acquirement in varied professional learning, and that distinction among his 
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brethren which made his promotion to the Bench a certain and obvious duty 
on the part of the Executive; and it was upon the Bench that his true 
position was reached, and his permanent fame acquired. His more marked 
intellectual attributes were clear, practical sense, adequate learning, a com- 
plete patience, a freedom from every undue bias, whether from acquired 
habits of thought, or organic tendency of character. Nothing existed to 
divert his mind from the pursuit of truth. His judicial service of twenty-five 
years convinced all that he exercised an ability and legal skill easily equal to 
the duties of his position, and that no more conscientious, true and pure 
magistrate ever wore judicial honors. 


Resolved, That we also express our appreciation of the private worth of 
Judge Williams. In his age he returned to us, not at once to die, but to live 
many years of a usefulness unimpaired — for it is by the presence of exalted 
virtue among men, and by contemplation of the lives of the great and good, 
that the world is made better. We believe he never had an enemy — we 
know that his manly integrity, his kindness of heart, his genial emjoyment 
of social friendship, and his affectionate nature, made him many friends, to 
whom his late years were as a beautiful evening rather than a life in decay. 


Resolved, That the committee be desired to present these resolutions to 
the Superior Court now in session, with a request that they be entered upon 
its record, and that the Secretary transmit a copy thereof to the family of 
the deceased. 4 


Hon. George Marston, in seconding the resolutions, spoke 
as follows : 


May it please your Honor: 


In rising to second the resolutions, I am conscious that I can add little to 
the beautiful and appreciative tribute to the character of Judge Williams, 
which has been spoken by my brother who preceded me. I am surprised 
to find that my recollection of this great and good jurist runs back to an 
earlier period than that of more than two or three of the gentlemen of the 
Bar, who are gathered here this morning to attest their respect for his mem- 
ory. I well remember among the reminiscences of boyhood, his presence on 
the Bench, before he was Chief Justice, and that I was then impressed with 
the dignity and beauty of his manner and methods of business. A little 
later, it happened that my attention was called to his appointment to the 
head of his Court, from the fact that, in consequence of a letter from a dis- 
tinguished member of the Bar in this city, the Hon. Thomas D. Eliot, 
addressed to my relative, Nymphas Marston, then a distinguished member of 
the Bar of Barnstable County, I was employed, as amanuensis, to write a 


A4 CITY DOCUMENT No. 7. January, 


letter from my kinsman to another leading lawyer of my County, John 
Reed, invoking the aid of a letter from him to Governor Everett, urging the 
propriety of the appointment of Judge Williams as “Chief Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and which I then carried to Mr. Reed. I well 
remember one expression in the letter of Mr. Eliot. “If we can have,” he 
said, “Judge Williams appointed Chief Justice, and Warren put upon the 
Bench, we shall have a grand Court.” And a grand Court it was, sir, so far 
as the dignity, ability and integrity of this distinguished chief could make it 
such. Nothing was wanting in him to make the Court all that such a tribu- 
nal should be. 

When, a few years later, Chief Justice Williams felt obliged to resign his 
place, it again happened that I was present at a meeting of the Bar of the 
County of Suffolk in reference to that event. The assembly was large and 
earnest, comprising some of the ablest men of the Bar, of the elder and 
younger. J am sure that the meeting, which will be held there to-day in 
reference to his death, will not exceed in numbers, ability, and sincere ear- 
nestness, that which assembled on the simple occasion of his retirement 
from the Bench in the vigor of his life. Such was the esteem and honor in 
which he was then held by the profession ; and the result of that meeting was 
the procurement of the excellent portrait of him which now graces the walls 
of the Social Library of the Bar of Suffolk; and this is a distinction which 
has been accorded to few, very few, of our jurists. 

Later in the life of Judge Williams I saw little of him; but meeting him 
now and then, I can well understand how he impressed those who saw him 
more frequently, and observed him better, as did my brother who has spoken. 
Yet when I did see the venerable man, it was only to feel renewed respect 
for his character, and admiration for the radiant beauty of his perfected 
manhood. 

There is nothing in the life of our departed brother which we can contem- 
plate now with greater satisfaction than its last stages, after he had retired 
from professional labor, and when he went in and out among us in the quiet 
excellence of a serene old age. Here he presented a perpetual blessing to 
those who knew him, and by whom he was beloved and honored. So his life 
ran on in its peaceful course to fulness of years, and here he lingered long 
in full command of his faculties and affections, cheerful and hopeful, having 
glimpses of the light which shines from beyond the river; beholding the 
pearly gates ajar; catching the murmurs of the clear bells beyond the walls 
of time.; and so waiting, he has quietly passed on, and has entered in through 
the gates into the city. 


*‘ So fades a summer cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale when storms are o’er; 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies a wave along the shore.” 
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They are here, and they are gone! Those whom we love and revere are 
here,—and they are gone! Their example remains. The instruction 
afforded by their lives is not lost. We do well to pause to-day and contem- 
plate the life of our venerable friend, and to impress on our minds and 
hearts the teachings and inspiration which come from so excellent and beau- 
tiful an example. 


Daniel Ricketson, Esq., one of the oldest members of the 
Bar, spoke in fitting words of the excellence of the deceased. 
He heartily endorsed the resolutions offered, and acknowl- 
edged the justice of the eloquent and beautiful tributes that 
had been paid to Judge Williams’ memory. Mr. Ricketson 
spoke of the venerable man’s long life, commencing only a 
year after the surrender of Cornwallis, and extending from 
the administration of Washington to the election of the 
Great Soldier, Grant, for whom the deceased cast a vote; of 
the eminent men, with whom he had been associated, and of 
whom he was the equal; of his qualities as a judge, and of 
his excellences as a man; and closed with the recitation 
of some beautifully appropriate poetical selections. 


William W. Crapo, Esq., remarked that he was much too 
young in the profession to be able to speak from personal 
knowledge of the judicial career of Judge Williams; yet 
the traditions had been so unvarying, that his name had 
become to the younger members of the Bar, a synonyme of 
judicial uprightness, urbanity and wisdom. We knew him 
as one possessed of a clear, vigorous intellect, a well- 
balanced mind, and great impartiality ; in the performance 
of his duties, painstaking, earnest and faithful; a conscien- 
tious and incorruptible magistrate and man. “Jor years,” 
said Mr. C., “he was pointed out to the young men of the 
profession as a model for imitation.” 

His long life, his many years of usefulness, were crowned 
by ripe old age, full of serenity and cheerfulness, full of 
interest in passing events, with quick sympathies for those 
around him, and with that repose and confidence in the 
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future which a life well spent can alone secure. He died 
with his work done; and it was well done. The memory of 
such a man is sweet; and the influence of his life, long after 
his mortal remains are entombed in the earth, will continue 
to guide us and bless us. 


James M. Bunker, Esq., spoke as follows : 


The expressive and exhaustive resolutions presented by the Bar, and the 
eloquent remarks by which their presentation was preceded and followed, 
leave nothing to be added; bnt as I look around and see but one, whose 
memory of the late Judge Williams runs as far back as my own, I desire to 
speak briefly of the distinguished subject of the resolutions. My professional 
knowledge of him runs more than thirty years back; and for more than 
forty years I have been acquainted with his extraordinary excellence. He 
had then achieved a reputation as an advocate, and as a Judge. He was 
not austere, nor morose, but affable and, as I saw him many years ago in his 
family, social and easy. Men of many thoughts are usually men of few 
words. Such was Judge Williams. In one respect not before spoken of, 
Judge Williams resembled the late Judge Mellen, of Maine, who kept alive 
to advanced age the freshness of youth, by associating with younger men. 
So did Judge Williams. He was not coutent to subside into inaction and 
obscurity when he left the bench, but maintained familiarity with passing 
events. He was a daily visitor at the reading room. He is not truly dead; 
but still lives, having passed on to a new form of life eternally progressive. 


His Honor Judge Morton said he had listened to the reso- 
lutions of the Bar, and to the graceful tributes paid to the 
memory of the deceased, with more than interest — with 
emotion. He felt incompetent to add anything to these, and 
should content himself with saying, that among those who 
had occupied seats on the bench, there had been none of 
firmer mind, of more entire integrity, or of more incorrup- 
tible purity than Judge Williams. It afforded him, he said, 
a melancholy pleasure to direct that the resolutions, with 
which he fully accorded, be entered upon the records, and to 
order that the Court be now adjourned. 

Lhe Court and members of the Bar attended the funeral 
services, which were conducted by Rev. William J. Potter. 
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Judge Williams, says the Boston Daily Advertiser, was an 
admirable representative of the old school of public men— 
able, courteous, incorruptible, patriotic; incapable of in- 
trigue ; interested in men and affairs; and accepting to the 
last hig full share of the duties and burdens of the communi- 
ty where his lot was cast. He watched the exciting events 
of the present decade with intelligent and eager interest, and 
at the age of eighty-five years visited Richmond and the 
battle fields in its neighborhood, it is said, with the freshness 
and enthusiasm of a young man making his first journey. 


HON. JOSHUA C. STONE. 


We publish with the consent of the senior editor of the 
New Bedford Mercury, Col. Charles B. H. Fessenden, the 
following obituary notice of the Hon. Joshua C. Stone, 


written by him, and which appeared in that paper January, 
Ath, 1869. 


OBITUARY. 


Hon. Josuua C. Stone, died at his residence in this city, on Saturday 
afternoon, January, 2d. 1869, aged about 43 years. 

The deceased, a son of the late Henry B. Stone, Esq., long President 
of the Suffolk Bank, Boston, was born in Boston and graduated at Harvard 
College in the class of 1844. In 1846 he entered the law office of the late 
Col. Page, in this city, pursuing his professional studies with him and at the 
Law School at Cambridge, and was admitted to the Bar in this County in 
1849. He was at once associated in practice with Col. Page, with whom he 
remained till 1853; when he formed a partnership with Judge Brigham, 
which continued until the latter was appointed to the Bench. Mr. Stone 
then removed to Boston; but in 1862 his strong attachments here induced 
his return, and he became a partner with W. W. Crapo, Esq., a connection 
which continued until his death. For several years the deceased held the 
office of Commissioner of Insolvency; and when the office of Judge of Insol- 
vency was created, was appointed to that position for this County, holding it 
till the office was merged in that of Judge of Probate. In the years 1866 
and 1867 he was a representative from the XIth Bristol District in the 
Legislature. : 

This is a simple record; but the death of the subject of it is a grave and 
serious loss to our city; not only a loss to the profession which he adorned, 
and to the friends who warmly admired and loved him, but to the entire 
community, upon which such a man, high minded, honorable, truthful and 
courageous, exercises an unconscious, but most beneficent and elevating 
influence. 

In his profession he had already achieved an enviable reputation, as a 
sound lawyer, a persuasive, convincing advocate, and a thoroughly honorable 
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practitioner. No man, it seems to us, could have a juster sense of the gravity 
and dignity of the profession, a more full appreciation of the oath he had 
taken as a minister of the law, or a more conscientious and resolute determi- 
nation to regard its solemn sanction. He was ever fair, open and manly in 
his practice; slow to take advantage of an adversary’s mistake or neglect; 
and indignant at the least showing of trickery or even disingenuousness. 
We know the esteem in which he was held by the Judges of the highest 
Court of the State—the respect they entertained for his ability, the confi- 
dence they had in his professional integrity and honor, and the pleasure they 
took in listening to his neat and finished legal arguments. His death, is the 
extinguishment of one of the lights of the profession in this county—a light 
that was daily growing in effulzence. For he worked to the last. In his 
sick chamber were his law-books; and, when stricken down, he was at work 
upon an important law-argument. 

Death has robbed us of more than the promising, growing, ripening lawyer. 
As a legislator, Judge Stone won marked distinction. His graceful oratory, 
his choice language, his musical periods, gave him power in the House— 
power to command and compel attention. But these alone did not give him 
the influence which he exerted, and the popularity which he enjoyed. His 
great power was in his integrity, his honesty and sincerity. ‘The House 
trusted in him, as legislators once trusted in Fisher Ames and Roger 
Sherman; members put faith in his words, because they had faith in the 
man. In all parts of the State, men were looking to Mr. Stone, as one 
competent to the duties and worthy the honor of its highest station ; and in 
his death, a career of extended public distinction and usefulness, has been 
lost. 


{From the New Bedford Mercury of January 5th, 1869.] 


WRITTEN IN REMEMBRANCE 


OF 


wOSHUA Ci) STONE. 


BY JAMES B. CONGDON. 


Departed spirit ! in the thought of thee, 

No date, or time, or circumstance I sec ; 

No barren list statistical I make,— 

No inventory of thy being take. 

The sun quick darkened, in our sudden woe, 
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Not to the tomes of science do we go, 

But in the chilling cold, the gloom forlorn, 

Think but of brightness, warmth and beauty gone. 
Thus through the cold and gloom, that round me close, 
The full-orbed brightness of thy manhood glows. 


How pure, how lovely, placid and serene 

The image, by that cherished brightness seen + 

How full, how fragrant, luminous and clear 

Its features, strong in harmony severe ! 

Now through the treasured past alone we hear 

Its counsels sage, its rich and kindly cheer,— 
Thoughts which the statesman may with pride repeat, 
Its lighter utterance musical and sweet. 


But why this sorrow ? why around his tomb 
Gather the feelings of the cold and gloom ? 

Not for the brief experience of a day 

Did that rich manhood brighten on its way ; 
That full-orbed light in other spheres shall shine, 
With fuller radiance, beauty more divine. 


